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KOLOKOL

two pianos and electronics (“tape”)
duration: 11:03
January 2010

PROGRAM NOTES: STAGE SET-UP:

The inspiration for Koloko/ comes from a study of traditional Russian Orthodox Church Bells. This piece is

based on the seventeen Danilov Bells that hang at Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts. The original
bells were returned to Russia during the summer of 2008. Today, seventeen new Russian Orthodox bells
(replicas of the original Danilov Bells) hang in the bell tower of Lowell House.

in the Fall of 2009 to make field recordings of these bells.

indirectly in the composition.

audience audience
. ) There are
seventeen harmonies which represent the seventeen bells. These harmonies, which feature pitches outside of
standard piano tuning are made possible by electronics and recordings of detuned pianos created using physical
modeling. The bells are also fegtured directly as triggered soundfiles (raw and processed). The piece consists of 4 P G
four movements to be played without pause:
L. Blagovest - Converging 5-channel set-up 2-channel set-up

II. Trezvon - Red (Beautiful) Chime
III. Perebor - Funeral Chime
IV. Trezvon - Jubilant Chime TECHNICAL SET-UP:

These movements are my own take on a "fantasy" approach to traditional Russian Orthodox ringing practice.

The core for each movement comes from a traditional ringing style (after which it is named) and is then
developed and embellished to create my own impressionistic take on a journey within the ringing of the bells.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:

The piece calls for two pianists playing on opposing pianos: player 1 on the left, player 2 on the right.

The electronics are in the form of a tape part consisting of sound recordings (raw and manipulated) of the
Danilov Bells, recordings of alternatively tuned pianos, and pre-recorded real-time processing of the live piano
material. The tuned piano samples are tuned to the spectra of the individual Danilov Bells. The tape part
comes with a click track to be sent to each pianist through headphones. Each pianist can also receive a mix of
the electronics with this.

The piece can be performed in 5.1 Surround or in Stereo. The performance of the work requires playback of a
soundfile with click tracks sent to the performers. Any system can be used to playback the files. I have
provided a Max/Patch playback system for both 5-channel and 2-channel versions. Both versions are available J

in the folder and run off of Max/MSP Runtime, a standalone program that can run on a laptop (program

included in the folder with the piece). An audio interface should be connected to the laptop. For 5.1 mode, the

click track comes from Channel 7. For Stereo mode, the click track comes from Channel 3. The patch includes 5-channel set-up 2-channel set-up
a text file, INSTRUCTIONS.txt, which details how to use the patch and run the piece.

Take-home practice parts (with electronics and click tracks) are available. It is suggested that the performers put
these audiofiles on an mp3 player, and practice with it using a single headphone in one ear.
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® MaxMSP File Edit View Object Arrange Options Debug Window Extras Help §
®00 o Kolokol_stereo

Initialize the Patch: @

Turn Audio On
start

from the beginning

Time Location in Soundfile

sec 808msec

Main Outs

To skip ahead to a part of the piece: tart the piece from the beginning.

Save Levels
Select a measure thre the pull down

[EERECNEN (@) Click to play from selection . m c " he blue button to the right of the menu to

udio.
ly ur
a rehear.
Note: Each selection will provide four beats of
the click track preceding the desired measure.

and 2)

NOTATION KEY:

Sharped note and quarter-tone higher

Sharped note and quarter-tone lower

Sharp

TE LA | X

Natural

Flat

Flated note and quarter tone higher

Flated note and quarter tone lower

Quickly arpeggiate

Ay [T U | U | xx

CONTACT INFORMATION:
For further information regarding the piece or electronics, contact
Email:
Website:
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2 Kolokol
II. Trezvon - Red (Beautiful) Chime
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listen for 4 beats pick-up to
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